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Abstract

Professor Dr. Muhammad Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui (1944-2020) ranks
among the first rate scholars on Sirah and its modern trends and
penchants. For his profound academic contribution to the varied
dimensions of Sirah literature (especially in Urdu language), he is
accepted and acknowledged as a ‘leading authority’ in the Sub-
Continent. Having studied, and being well-versed in, both traditional
and modern sciences, he was a great teacher, serious researcher, a
prominent Islamic scholar, and a renowned Sirah-writer, whose major
research areas included Islamic history and civilization, Quranic
studies, Shah Waliullah studies, and more importantly diverse
dimensions of Prophet’s Sirah. No doubt, he made a remarkable
contribution in all these areas, but his major contribution has been in
the Sirah—and it is this aspect of his scholarship by which he got
recognition and appreciation and became a ‘leading authority on Sirah’
in the Sub-Continent. This paper, in this backdrop, provides a brief
assessment and evaluation of his contribution to the Sirah literature,
with a focus on some of his selected works highlighting socio-political,
legal and economic aspects of the Sirah, and thus fitting well in the
thematic studies. The objective is to show uniqueness of his works—
both in the subject-matter and methodology—as well as to highlight
his contribution in the thematic studies genre of 21% century Sirah
literature. The study recommends that in the genre of thematic studies
of the Sirah, the scholars of Sub-continent like Siddiqui are needed to
be explored on a large scale to bring forth the relevance of Sirah in the
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current scenario and to highlight the contribution of scholars of Sub-
continent in the English language.

Key Words: M. Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui; Sirah Literature; Socio-Political
Aspects of Sirah; Muslim Minorities; Muslim Women; Prophet’s Earning and
Spending

1. Introduction

1.1. Academic Profile of Professor Muhammad Yasin Mazhar
Siddiqui (1944-2020)

Professor Dr. Muhammad Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui was born on 26"
December, 1944 at Gola, Kheri (Lakhimpur) district of Uttar Pradesh
(India).! He was educated both in traditional (Dars-e-Nizami) and modern
sciences and studied at Dar al-‘Ulum Nadwatul ‘Ulama (NU), Lucknow
(1959), Lucknow University (1960), Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI; 1962-66)
and Aligarh Muslim University (AMU; 1968-75). At NU, he studied
under many religious scholars/luminaries, including Mawlana Sayyid
Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi (1913-99) and Mawlana Rabey Hasani Nadwi (b.
1929), etc.?

At JMI, he studied English Literature, History and Political Science
(in BA); completed his Masters (MA), M. Phil (pre-PhD) and PhD in
History from AMU, and studied under, and worked with, such reputed
historians like Professor(s) K. A. Nizami (1925-97), Saiyida Nurul Hasan
(1921-1993), Irfan Habib (b. 1931) and many others. His Ph D thesis was
on “Historical Material in the ljaz-e-Khusravi of Amir Khusro”. In 1970,
he started his teaching career in the same department as a ‘Research
Assistant’ and later became Lecturer in 1977. In 1983, Mr. Saiyid Hamid
(1920-2014), the then Vice Chancellor of AMU, appointed him as Reader
(Associate Professor) in the Institute/Department of Islamic Studies
(DolS), where he later became Professor in 1991 and served its Director/
Chairman (from 1997-2000) as well. In 2001, he was also appointed as
the Director of ‘Shah Waliullah Research Cell” (SWRC) of DolIS. On 31%
December 2006, he retired from his services as Professor of Islamic
Studies, but retained the position of Director, SWRC for many years after
his retirement. In between 2000-2010, he organized various national and
international seminars and conferences on the life, works, thought, impact
and legacy of Shah Waliullah Dehalwi (1703-62)—an outstanding
Muslim scholar of eighteenth century in India who is known for his
‘reformist’ thought. The proceedings of many of these conferences were
published in the form of books and booklets as well as special issues in
the departmental journals.?
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Professor Siddiqui died on 15" September, 2020, at an age of 76, in
Aligarh (India). The AMU, in its ‘official’ condolence message, declared
his death as an “irreparable loss to the academic world” for his “profound
scholarship [which] explored new dimensions of Sirah [Sirah] writing”.*

Professor Siddiqui made an enduring contribution to various
branches of Islamic scholarship—Ilike Islamic history and civilization,
Quranic studies, Shah Waliullah studies—in general and to the Sirah
literature in Urdu in particular. No doubt, he made a remarkable
contribution in all these areas, but his major contribution has been in the
Sirah and it is this aspect of his scholarship by which he got recognition
and appreciation and became a ‘leading authority on Sirah’ in the Sub-
Continent. This paper, in this context, provides a brief assessment and
evaluation of his contribution to the 21% century Sirah literature, with a
focus on his three (3) selected works highlighting socio-political, legal
and economic aspects of the Sirah, and thus fitting well in the thematic
studies. These selected books are: The Prophet Muhammad (Rasulullah
Khdtam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ala Alihi wa Ashabihi wa
Sallam) A Role Model for Muslim Minorities (2006), and How the holy
Prophet Muhammad (Rastilullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi
wa ‘ald Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam) Earned and Spent Money?...
(2019).° The main objective of this study is to show uniqueness of his
works -- both in the subject-matter and methodology—as well as to
highlight his contribution in the thematic study genre of 21% century Sirah
literature.

2. Research Methodology

The present study is theoretical in nature; therefore, the methodology
adopted is a hybrid of descriptive, comparative, and analytical qualitative
research modes. The study is based on both primary and secondary
sources, Urdu and English literature. On the basis of these sources, and
by using descriptive and analytical methods, the study provides detailed
descriptions and systematic evaluations of the available data pertaining
to the subject under study and thus makes a significant contribution in the
subject under study.

3. Literature Review

3.1 A Brief Appraisal of the Works on Professor Siddiqui’s
Academic Contribution

Though Professor Siddiqui made a substantial contribution to varied
aspects of Islamic scholarship—ranging from Islamic history and
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civilization, Sirah, Quranic Studies to Medieval Indian history, and Shah
Waliullah studies—however, he is recognized as one of the leading
authorities on the Sirah in the Sub-Continent®, because of his remarkable
and extraordinary contribution to this genre. There are many research
works, mostly in the form of papers in academic journals and few in the
form of (BS and M. Phil) thesis/dissertations as well, on Professor
Siddiqui’s overall academic contribution as well as on his contribution to
the Sirah literature. Some of them are described briefly below.

Two examples from the previous decade of 21 century which
highlight Professor Siddiqui’s academic contribution and an analysis of
his Sirah-Writing, respectively, are the dissertations by Muhammad
Nawaz (2011) and Ubaidullah (2012) in the Department of Arabic and
Islamic Studies, Government College University [GCU] Lahore,
Pakistan.’

In “Focusing Socio-Political Reforms of the Prophet (Rasiulullah
Khdtam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald Alihi wa Ashabihi wa
Sallam).”, authored by the present writer, highlighted Professor
Siddiqui’s contribution to Sirah by evaluating his seven important works
(published in between 1987 and 2007), in terms of their uniqueness in
subject-matter, analytical style, objectivity, method, methodology, and
relevance to the challenges and needs of the present times.®

In between 26-28 March, 2011, National Sirah Study Centre of
Islamic Research Institute (IRI) and Igbal Institute for Research and
Dialogue (IRD), International Islamic University, Islamabad (I1Ul),
organized an international conference on “Modern Trends in Sirah
Writing” in which Professor Siddiqui also particpated as a key speaker.
Moreover, Professor Obaidullah Fahad (professor of Islamic Studies) and
Professor Abdur Raheem Kidwai (professor of English with a
specialization in the Quranic and Sirah studies), both from AMU (India)
presented papers with a focus on Siddiqui’s Sirah works as well,
respectively on “Review of the Major trends in Sirah Writing; Tracing
Pluralistic Trends in the Sirah Literature: A Study of Some Contemporary
Scholars” and “Prophet Muhammad (Rasulullah Khdatam un Nabiyyin
Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald Alihi wa Ashdabihi wa Sallam) as the Role
Model for Muslim Minorities: Pluralism and Leadership in Some Recent
English Writings on Sirah”.°

Professor Fahad’s above mentioned presentation, which was later
published in Islamic Studies (IRI), attempted to evaluate the ideas and
thoughts of a number of contemporary Muslim scholars, including
Professor Siddiqui, on pluralism and diversity and on tracing “pluralistic
trends” in the Sirah, and assessed “their validity and authenticity within
an Islamic perspective”.’®While as Professor Kidwai’s paper sought to
analyze (among others) Siddiqui’s The Prophet Muhammad (Rasiilullah
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Khdatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald Alihi wa Ashdabihi wa
Sallam): A Role Model for Muslim Minorities in order “to assess how
relevant and meaningful are the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad
(Rasilullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald Alihi wa
Ashabihi wa Sallam) in the contemporary world, especially in the broad
area of his being the role model for Muslims living as minorities across
the world, subscribing to peaceful co-existence in the spirit of pluralism
and leadership”.!?

On a similar theme, Mr. Parvaze Ahmad Bhat was awarded PhD in
Islamic Studies from AMU in 2013 on “Pluralism and Diversity in the
Sirah Literature: A Study of the Contemporary Scholar’s on Prophet
Muhammad (Rasilullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald
Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam)”, in which he focused on some selected
works of Professor Siddiqui, especially his The Prophet Muhammad
(Rasiilullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ala Alihi wa
Ashdabihi wa Sallam): A Role Model for Muslim Minorities, as well.*?
Bhat’s paper on “Diversity and Pluralism in the Pre-Prophetic Sirah”
aimed“ to highlight the Prophetic approach to diversity and pluralism
before his Prophethood”.*®

In 2013, Dr Muhammad Abdullah published “Professor Dr.
Muhammad Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui’s Sirah-Writing: An Analysis of
Methodology and Style” in Dia-e-Takqiq (GCU, Faisalabad), which
highlighted the uniqueness and salient features of Professor Siddiqui’s
works and their theme/subject-matter, like socio-economic, cultural and
civilization aspects of the Prophetic era which have not been explored
much in earlier Sirah literature.™

Professor Abu Sufyan Islahi has highlighted his contribution to the
Quranic Studies in a chapter featured in his Quranic Studies Trail blazers
of Sir Syed’s Institution—Aligarh Muslim University; however, he refers
to Siddiqui as a renowned Sirah-writer as well, and describes that his
“contribution in Sirah studies is both extensive and profound”.'® Dr
Ziauddin Falahi, one of Professor Siddiqui’s students, has echoed similar
views in his “Muhammad Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui’s Sirah-Writing”.*®
Syeda Rabbia Ahmad and Dr. Monazza Hayat provided an introductory
study of Professor Siddiqui’s writings in the context of “Family and
Relatives of the Prophet Muhammad (Rasulullah Khatam un Nabiyyin
Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam)” published in
Bi-Annual Research Journal Al-Qamar (2020),wherein they argued that
amongst the contemporary Sirah-writers, Professor Siddiqui has done a
commendable and remarkable research work in the area.*’

These examples and instances show clearly that there have been
many attempts in the last decade or so to highlight the profound, wide-
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ranging, diverse academic contribution of Professor Siddiqui, especially
in the Sirah-writing.

3.2 Research Objective

From the above literature review, it becomes evident that Professor
Siddiqui’s contribution to the varied dimensions of Sirah-writing vis-a-
vis thematic studies has been left untouched by researchers
aforementioned. Thus, the current study seeks to fill this intellectual gap
with a focus on his three (3) selected works highlighting socio-political,
legal and economic aspects of the Sirah, and thus fitting well in the
thematic studies. These selected books are: (i) The Prophet Muhammad
(Rasiilullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ala Alihi wa
Ashabihi wa Sallam): A Role Model for Muslim Minorities (2006); (ii)
Rasul-i-Akram (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) Aur Khawatin—EK
Samdji Mutala‘ah (2006); and (iii) How the Prophet Muhammad
(Rasiilullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ala Alihi wa
Ashabihi wa Sallam) Earned and Spent Money? A Critical Study
(2019).:8

4, Discussion

4.1 Professor Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui’s Academic Contribution—
A Brief Outline

Professor Siddiqui has authored more than forty (40) books and
monographs, and among these over twenty (20) books deal with various
dimensions of Sirah. He has over 300 research papers/articles (mostly in
Urdu, but in English and Arabic languages also) in various reputed
national and international journals and periodicals from India, Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, etc., to his credit. Most of his research articles have been
published in reputed academic periodicals of the Sub-Continent like
Tahqigat-i-1slami (Aligarh), monthly Ma ‘arif (Azamgarh), Burhan (New
Delhi), Majjalah ‘Ulum al-Qur’an (Aligarh), Tahdhib al-Akhlaq
(Aligarh)—all from India; and from Pakistan in Nagoosh (Lahore),
quarterly Fikr-o-Nazar (Islamabad), Al-Sirah (Karachi), Jihat al-Islam
(Lahore), Al-Adwa (Lahore), and many others.’?A list of some of his
Sirah works is provided below:

. Organization of Government under the Prophet (Delhi, 1987);
‘Ahd-i-Nabavi Mein Tanzim-i-Riyasat-o-Hukamat (New Delhi, 1988):
both these books focus on the administrative aspects of
government/governance during the Prophetic period.

. ‘Ahd-i-Nabavi ki Ibtida’i Muhimmein (Lahore, 1999): it focuses on
the early expeditions carried by the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa
sallam).
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. Ghazwat-e-Nabwi ki Igtisadi Jihat (Aligarh/ Lahore, 1999): this
book highlights the economic aspects of the expeditions carried by the
Muslims under the leadership of the Prophet (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa
sallam).
. Makki Uswa-i-Nabwi: Muslim ‘Agliyyatoun ke Masa’il ka Hall
(New Delhi, 2005); The Prophet Muhammad (Rasulullah Khdatam un
Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ala Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam): A
Role Model for Muslim Minorities (London, 2006): these books study the
illustrious life of the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) from a
refreshingly new angle, by identifying what guidance the Prophet’s Sirah
offers for Muslims living as a minority (the English version of this book
is discussed in detail below).
. Rasul-i-Akram (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) Aur Khawatim: Ek
Samaji Mutala ‘ah (Delhi, 2006): The book focuses on the women issues
and social ethics, it also highlights the contribution and other prospects
which was related to them during the Prophetic period. The book also
presents the study of domestic relationship of Muslim women and men
during this period.
° ‘Ahd-i-Nabwi ka Tamaddun (Delhi, 2010): it focuses on the social
and cultural life of the Muslims during the Prophetic period.
. Ma ‘agsh-e-Nabwi: Rasul-i-Akram (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam)
ke Dharaiye Amdan ka Tahqiqi Ja’iza (Karachi, 2015); How the Prophet
Muhammad (Rasilullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald
Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam)Earned and Spent Money? A Critical Study
(Aligarh, 2019): these books attempt to provide new perspectives on
studying the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) economic life by
digging deep, significantly, into various dimensions of the Prophet (Sa/
Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam)’s economic life in the light of the Holy
Qur’an, hadith and Sirah literature, and Islamic history, both classical
and contemporary.
. Masadir-e-Sirat-e-Nabvi, 2 vols. (New Delhi, 2016); Khutbat-e-
Sarghoda: Sirat-e-Nabwi (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) ka ‘Ahd-i-
Makki (Sarghoda, 2016); Khutbat-e-Sirat: Masadir-e-Sirat ka Tajziyati
Mutala ‘ah (Islamabad, 2017); Sirat Nigari: Ta ‘aruf, M "akhaz, Rujhanat,
Manhaj (Karachi, 2019):2° most of these books are a result of his lectures
delivered by the author in different Universities and Institutes of Pakistan
and focus on the sources, methodology, trends of Sirah and Sirah-writing.
His works on Sirah have been awarded, both in India and Pakistan:
in Pakistan, he was awarded ‘Naqoosh Award’ (1984, 1998, 2000), ‘Sirat
Award’ (February 2013) by the Ministry of Religious Affairs, and
Professor Abdul Jabbar Shakir Sirah Award (many times); and from
India, he was awarded 5" ‘Shah Waliullah Award’ (2005) by Institute of
Objective Studies (10S), New Delhi for his remarkable contribution to the
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Islamic literature.?* Most of his works are in Urdu language, and in the
West and among the English readers, he is mostly known for his
Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts at the Aligarh Muslim University,
India, published from London (2002), Organization of Government
under the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) (1987), Shah
Waliullah Dehalvi: An Introduction to his Illustrious Personality and
Achievements (2001), The Prophet Muhammad (Rasulullah Khdatam un
Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam): A
Role Model for Muslim Minorities (2006) and How the Prophet
Muhammad (Rasulullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald
Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam) Earned and Spent Money (2019).%
Besides his above mentioned books on the varied dimensions of Sirah,
his writings on this theme are so profound and voluminous that in
between 2015 and 2016, Professor Muhammad Humayun Abbas Shams
(GCUF, Pakistan) published Magalat-e-Sirah—A Collection of [51]
Sirah Articles Authored by Dr Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui in three-volumes.?
Similarly, on 23-24 March 2019, DolS, AMU organized a two-day
national seminar on “Contribution of the Department of Islamic Studies
to Sirah-Writing” and its proceedings were published in 2020, entitled
Aligarh Muslim University’s Institute of Islamic Studies and Sirah-
Writing. This Volume also includes a detailed essay by Professor
Siddiqui in which he has recounted his story and experience of Sirah-
writing,?* and a chapter by Professor Kidwai highlighting “Professor
Muhammad Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui’s Unparalleled Erudition (Jalalat
‘Ilmi)”.%® This Volume, spanning over 500 pages, is divided into three
main parts—Part-1 ‘Preliminary Section’, Part-1I, ‘Essays’, and Part-I11,
‘Closing Section’. Out of forty-one (41) essays in Part-Il, it presents an
evaluation and appraisal, critical analysis and assessment of almost all the
Sirah works of Professor Siddiqui in twenty nine (29) chapters, and the
contributors include both acclaimed scholars and young researchers from
AMU and outside.?® To honor and to pay tribute to Siddiqui’s profound
academic contribution, a special issue of Mugala‘at (a quarterly Urdu
journal published by 10S, New Delhi) as “Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui
Number” (Volume 15/16, No.s 1-4 (October 2020-March 2021), 13-333)
was published, which consisted of personal impressions of many
scholars, obituaries, tributes as well as research articles on diverse aspects
of Professor Siddgiui’s contribution and his association with various
institutions and research centres.

Mawlana Syed Jalal-ud-Din ‘Umari, in the Foreword of one of his
earliest works states: “Writing on Islamic history and Sirah of the Prophet
(Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) is the major area of research and writing
of our revered friend Professor Muhammad Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui.
Having a depth in this area of studies, he has continuously been
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publishing on it which has proved much beneficial for the academic
world. One of his main qualities is that he collects a mine of information
on his topic, the techniques of which are well-known to him. One may
not be agree with his findings, but no one can deny his vast study. ... In
the Sirah works, these aspects of Sirah have rarely been discussed and in
this respect, we find very much originality and uniqueness (jiddat wa
nudrat) in this book™.?’

Dr Muhammad Ateeqg-ur-Rahman expressed his views about
Professor Siddiqui’s personal life and academic contribution in his
obituary as: a prominent Islamic scholar and an authority on Sirah,
Professor Siddiqui wrote on some general themes of the Sirah and
explored various new dimensions as well which were otherwise
unnoticed or overlooked. A look on the contents and subject-matter of his
writings falling in later category, one gets clear glimpses of his
seriousness and profundity and the acumen and insights he possessed.
Researchers and scholars of his competence, calibre, and qualities (that
he possessed) are very rare these days. He indeed made a significant
contribution to the Islamic literature in general and to the Sirah-writing
in particular.?®

4.2  Professor Siddiqui’s Contribution to the ‘Thematic Studies’ of
the Sirah-Writing: An Appraisal and Assessment of some Selected
Works

Keeping in view the overall academic output of Professor Siddiqui,
it is the field of Sirah-writing in which he has made a remarkable and
ground-breaking contribution. Evidently, it is the area of studies which
gave him recognition, name and fame; and it is the area in which he is
acknowledged by scholars and academicians, irrespective of their
ideological/religio-political orientation, as an ‘authority’ and a scholar
par excellence. In this context, below is provided a brief assessment,
evaluation and appraisal of some of his selected prominent works on
Sirah, so that to get glimpses of the diversity of topics/dimensions
explored and examined by Professor Siddiqui by which he made a
distinctive position and identity in this specific area thus ‘ranks among
today’s first rate scholars on Sirah’.

4.2.1 The Prophet Muhammad (Rasulullah Khatam un Nabiyyin
Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ala Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam): A
Role Model for Muslim Minorities (2006)

First published in Urdu in 2005 (Makki Uswah-i-Nabwi: Muslim
‘Agliyyatoun ke Masa’il ka Hal) by Islamic Book Foundation (New
Delhi),?® it has been translated in English by Professor Abdur Raheem



44 Thematic Studies on the Sira# ...

Kidwai and published by the Islamic Foundation (London). It studies the
illustrious life of the Holy Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) in
quite a different manner, by presenting the guidelines which the Holy
Prophet’s Sirah offers to the Muslims who are living as a minority. It
examines, insightfully and perceptively, the practices of Islam in Makkah
by its followers, how the Muslims who were living in minorities amongst
various Arab tribes and regions of Arabia were treated by the Islamic state
of Madinah and how Muslims lived their life as migrants in Abyssinia
and using mostly the original Arabic works as its sources, it also presents
guidelines for Muslims extensively on how to co-exist peacefully with
non-Muslims.

This book is divided into essentially two parts: (i) Treating the
Makkan period of life of the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam)
from the ‘Minority perspective’, first part of this book discusses in
considerable detail various aspects of the illustrious life of the Prophet
(Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) and his Companions (Radi Allah
‘anhum) in Makkah, before their migration (hijrah) to Madinah in 622
CE (where establishing a polity there). That is, the Makkan phase of the
Prophet’s life has been studied from the initial point of a minority, it
points out the character of Islam in a context of a minority.(ii) The second
part of the book provides the lessons from these experiences for the
Muslims who are currently living as minorities in countries around the
world.

The book comprises of seven (7) chapters, excluding ‘Conclusion’.
Chapter 1, ‘Pluralist Society of Makkah’ (pp. 1-23), examines the
Makkan pluralist society at the time of the birth of Prophet (Sa/ Allah-u-
‘alaihe wa sallam) in 570 CE till his migration to Medina in 622 CE;
Chapter 2, ‘Evolution of the Muslim Minority in Makkah’ (pp. 24-54),
discusses the evolution of Muslim minority or “Makkan Islam” that
provides the Prophetic role model for the growth of Islam in a non-
Muslim society; Chapter 3, ‘The Muslim Community of Abyssinia’ (pp.
55-86), examines various aspects of the Muslim community of the
Abyssinia and discusses at length the presence, evolution, and
performance of Muslims in Abyssinia; Chapter 4, ‘Formation of the
Muslim Community in the Makkah Period’(pp. 87-111), discusses socio-
politico-economic life of the Makkan Muslims; Chapter 5 discusses ‘The
Defence System and the Right to Defend’ (pp. 112-132), and argues that
the Sirah literature demonstrates that Makkan Muslims had the right to
‘protect their life and honour and to promote their faith and identity’;
Chapter 6, ‘Defence Agreement’ (pp. 133-153), discusses the political and
military agreements and alliances that ensured the safety of the life and
property; Chapter 7 deliberates on the ‘Muslim Minority after Formation
of Islamic State’ (pp. 154-172), and laid stress on the fact that ‘there



Hamdard Islamicus Vol. XLV, No. 1 45

flourished Muslim minorities in various regions, villages, towns, tribes,
families and nooks and corners of Arabia’. The Conclusion (pp. 173-197)
of the book consists of 12 points in which the author illustrates that
“Prophet’s [Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam] illustrious life provides the
role model for Muslim minority”.*® These points, besides summarising
all the previous chapters, seeks to get lessons from these experiences for
Muslims living as minorities today.

On studying the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) in this
context, a model for Muslim minority is drawn so that they can learn from
the Holy Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam). Professor Siddiqui
argues that in Makkah life of the Prophet (Sa/ Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam)
and his Companions (Radi Allah ‘anhum), it was a 13 year period (610-
622 CE), during this phase Muslims were in a minority and during that
period there was no political sovereignty for them; and in many senses,
their position resembles with that of Muslim minorities today. Muslim
minorities need to see the role of the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa
sallam) and the early Muslims in that period as a model for them to
emulate.

Dr. Murad Hofmann, in his critical review, has described it a
commendable work in which the author “treats the Makkan period, i.e.,
the time when the earliest Muslims were a minority. This is a most
relevant subject indeed, given that currently more Muslims than ever live
outside the dar al-Islam [abode of Islam], and also given that Islamic
jurisprudence, ..., largely failed to develop legal rules for Muslim
dhimmis in the West”.3'Professor Obaidullah Fahad has described it as a
“pioneering work™ and a “well-documented and exclusively researched-
based study”, especially in the context of highlighting the Prophet’s (Sa/
Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) life as a role model for Muslim minorities.*?
This book provides keen insights for developing meticulous
understanding of Islamic jurisprudence in the context of Muslim
minority, envisaging the possibility of reconciling Islamic commitment
with Muslim minority. It is a valuable contribution to the ongoing debates
about figh for Muslim minorities, commonly known as Figh al-
‘Agalliyyat (Jurisprudence for Muslim Minority). This book is a valuable
contribution to the 21st-century literature on the Prophet's (Sal Allah-u-
‘alaihe wa sallam).®® biography, based on original Arabic sources and
guiding Muslims extensively on how to co-exist peacefully with non-
Muslims.

4.2.2 Rasul-i-Akram (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam)
aur Khawatin—Ek Samaji Mutal ‘ah (2006)

The book focuses on the women issues and social ethics, it also
highlights the contribution and other prospects which was related to them
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during the Prophetic period. The book also presents the study of domestic
relationship of Muslim women and men during this period.

In the ‘social ethics’, the most delicate theme is that of the women’s
relations, their amity and intermingling with men, and other related
issues. The Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam), through his
exemplary life pattern, made numerous constructive reforms in this
aspect of life creating a striking balance between the two extremes. He
provided comprehensive guidelines regarding the issues and situations
involving this delicate aspect of life both by his words and deeds (Akadith
and Sunnah). The aims and objectives of the Prophethood of the last
Messenger of Allah Almighty (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) included
the perfection of the standards of excellent ethics and perfection of the
social ethics, being one of the most crucial and fundamental, remained
the very focus of his attention and teachings. In his illustrious life pattern
(both in the Makki and Madni eras), the Prophet (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa
sallam) provided a perfect and practical model of amity and intermingling
(Ikhtilar) of men and women. This work presents a study of the “Social
domestic relationship of Muslims”, men and women, in the Prophetic era
as well as the “incidents/events of segregation of men and women”, based
on the witnesses and the historical facts of the Prophetic Society”.%*

Consisting of twelve (12) chapters, spanning over 245 pages, the
book discusses the following themes, in its various chapters: first two
chapters discuss Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) relation with
women, who were especially Qurayshite, Makkan women, and his
meetings (in two parts): Makki period and Madni period. In the third
chapter, the book examines the above-mentioned theme arguing that this
custom, having its beginning before the Prophet-hood of Hadrat
Muhammad (Rasulullah Khatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald
Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam), was continuously practiced during the
Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) Makkan period, and remained
in vogue even after the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) hijrah
(migration) to Madina.® In the fouth chapter, it discusses what the author
calls “Kashana’i Nabwi Mein Madni Khawatin”, an important and
interesting chapter of the Prophet’s Sirah and of Islamic history as well:
important and interesting in the sense that it throws ample light on the
“social role and of religious equality of women in the Islamic
movement”;*® and owing to its critical and central significance amid
present day debates on ‘gender parity’, women empowemrent, etc., this
theme needs more investigation and exploration so that to bring forth its
contemporary relevance. In the next chapter, he argues that one of the
greatest contributions of the women in the Prophetic period was that they
safeguarded the akkam (Injunctions) and forwarded it to other
generations and “in this area too, there is significant contribution by
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women” (azkam ki duniya main bhi wajizd-e-zan se kafi rang hai).*” The
seventh chapter, Ghazwat-i-Nabwi Mein Khawatin ([Participation / Role
of] Women in the Prophetic Expeditions) is the most lengthy and
thoroughly discussed chapter of this work, which makes a detailed
examination of the participation of women in the expeditions. Besides
making some basic discussions, it also highlights the point that various
Muslim women participated in various expeditions. Furthermore, in the
final analysis (Mukhtasar Tajziyyah) of this chapter, consisting of ten (10)
points, the author highlights that the “Prophet (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa
sallam) permitted women to participate in all expeditions”, and except
Badr (624 CE)—from Uhud (625 CE) to Tabuk (631 CE)—there is
“proof of their participation”, which proves “the equal participation,
within the limits (Hudad) of Shari ‘ah, in the community matters”.%

In the next chapter, it looks at marriage, which is another key theme
in women’s difficulties, and highlights the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe
wa sallam), efforts in organising and managing, as well as giving advice
and directives in various women’s marriage cases. It also mentions, albeit
briefly, the Prophet’s daughters’ marriage. He argued that these
marriages have had various “social, religious and civilizational aspects
and tribal and political importance” as well.*® Professor Siddiqui makes
the following concluding remarks: “One of the social, and an important,
aspect of the Prophet’s Sirah is seen in these marriages. It manifests the
Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) as the Mercy for all worlds
(Rehmatan Lil Alamin). By these [marriages] we can analyze his social
reforms as well. A careful study of such events from the Prophet’s (Sal
Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) illustrious life of making up the socio-
domestic aspect of Sirah, we come to know that how much important role
he played in promoting the atmosphere of social harmony, brotherly
relations (fraternity), inter-tribal cooperation and Islamic equality”.*°

The author's following chapter, titled «“ ‘Auratoon ka Haqq e Kharid-
o0 Faroakht aur Kasab-i-Ma ‘ash” examines Muslim women’s economic
activity in general and in particular in trade, both in the framework of
jahili Arab culture and in the context of Islamic economy and civilisation
(Rights of Women in Selling and Buying and Means of Sustenance). It
also looks at certain crucial concerns concerning women’s earnings,
writing: ‘“from many instances and examples of the Prophetic peirod, it
becomes much eivdent that Muslim women had not only the right to earn
but were given ample oppurtunities to adopt different professions (in
trade, agriculture, artisanship, and labour work/ wages) in order to satisfy
their personal, domestic and other needs”.**

The next chapter, "Women’s Complaints and Resolutions"
(‘Auratoon ki Shikayat ka lzalah), is a crucial and fascinating chapter that
has numerous lessons for current civilizations. The author focuses on the
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following types of complaints and how to address them: Forced
marriages, whipping and beatings, and domestic abuse are all
complaints..? This chapter, in its concluding section, highlights that “the
prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) not only provided protection to
women, but developed ways and methods assuring their welfare and
living a peacfeul life, and resolved their complaints™.*

The book, in its final chapter, makes an analysis of the Prophetic
principles and of Khulafa-i-Rashidin regarding the “intermingling
(ikhtila) of men and women” and argues that women in this period
enjoyed various social rights. Not only the Sirah, hadith and historical
facts, but the Quranic verses prove the fact that within the limits of Islam
and the Hudud of Shari‘ah, there was permission of interminling and
interaction of men and women and it was a social custom or tradition as
well. He concludes with the rational and logical argument that the basic
principle and the proper way of the interaction of men and women is the
way practiced by the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) and his
Companions (Radi Allah ‘anhum), neither the way of the egoistic/self-
conceited and conservative ‘Ulama’ and fugahd’ of later period nor the
modern thinking and approach of the liberal reformist scholars.*

In sum, Professor Siddiqui’s Prophet Muhammad [Rasulullah
Khdtam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald Alihi wa Ashabihi wa
Sallam] and Women—A Social Study is unique not only in its subject-
matter, but also in the analytical style, objectivity, and above all, in its
method. The book makes a profound contribution to 21% century Sirah
literature vis-a-vis gender studies/women empowerment for its discusses
those aspects, issues and concerns of women which have been shown
either a little concern or have been examined and discussed very rarely in
the Sirah works.* The topics and issues highlighted in this book are
highly misunderstood and misinterpreted in the present times, and in this
context the book makes a remarkable contribution by bringing to the
forefront the actual status enjoyed, and the real role and contribution
made, by women in the classical period of Islamic history.*

4.2.3 How the Prophet Muhammad [Rasulullah Khatam un
Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ala Alihi wa Ashabihi wa Sallam]
Earned and Spent Money? A Critical Study (2019)

Originally published in Urdu, Ma‘ash-e-Nabwi: Rasul-i-Akram
(Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) ke Zaraiye Amdan ka Takqiqi Ja’izah
(Karachi, 2015)*, this book attempts to provide new perspectives on
studying the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) economic life. It
digs deep, significantly, into various dimensions of the Prophet
Muhammad (Rasulullah Khdatam un Nabiyyin Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa ‘ald
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Alihi wa Ashdbihi wa Sallam)’s economic life in the light of the Holy
Qur’an, hadith and Sirah literature, and Islamic history, both classical
and contemporary. “This book marks an attempt to study sirah and the
true economic system of Islam in the light of authentic aha4dith and
reports. The Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) economic life has
been depicted in this work by drawing upon reliable sources”.”® In the
words of Professor Kidwai, Professor Siddiqui has not only “thorough,
enviable grounding in the Islamic primary sources”, but “he is adept also
at drawing insightful conclusions” and this book is a testimony/
illustrative to this fact as “it demolishes the half-truth that the Prophet
(Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) led an ascetic life like a pauper”.*°

It has been translated in English by Abdur Raheem Kidwai (AMU),
edited by Abdul Kader Choughley (Springs, South Africa). The book
consists of two lengthy chapters, preceded by the Publisher’s Note (pp.
7-9) and ‘Introduction’ (pp. 11-19); first chapter, “The Prophet’s (Sal
Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) Financial Life in the Makkan Period” (pp.21-
45), provides a brief sketch of the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa
sallam) financial conditions in Makkah and second chapter discusses
“The Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) Financial Conditions in
the Madinaite Period” (pp. 46-90) followed by 296 ‘Notes and
References’ (pp.91-125), which clearly reveal the wide-range of sources
utilized by the author.

Mr Owais Manzoor Dar (Research Scholar in Islamic Studies at JMI,
New Delhi), in his reviews on this book, published in the Muslim World
League Journal (MWLJ) in March 2020 and in Karachi-based bi-annual
journal, Afkar—Journal of Islamic & Religious Studies in June 2020 *°,
mentions that this book essentially employs two methodological
strategies to deconstruct:(i) flawed opinion of the Orientalists and modern
historians that “the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) family,
Banu Hashim, was a socially underprivileged segment of society”; and
(i) the viewpoint of most Muslim writers on Sirah that “the Prophet (Sa/
Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) did not have a good financial position.>
However, according to the author, under the influence of such notions,
the popular monastic belief is that wealth and piety cannot go hand in
hand, rather, one’s poverty matters more and “the pursuit of wealth even
for lawful worldly needs and religious causes as something loathsome”.
The proponents of both stances arrive at an identical conclusion. The
author criticizes and demystifies these views and considers them as a
result of “un-Islamic influence and the innate extremism”, and thus
argues:

“Islam has laid down a set of principles for leading life. ...
Islam has prescribed certain means and resources for earning
one’s bread. One is obliged to secure specific resources and it
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is his duty to earn these. Others fall into the category of being
desirable. Lawful earning stands for employing economic
resources for leading a dignified, comfortable life. Therefore, it
is @ mandatory religious obligation to earn one’s bread. Being
wealthy is not at all discordant with Islamic concepts of piety.
Nor is it un-Islamic to do so.7%2

Professor Siddiqui substantiates his views by providing a brief
assessment of the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) economic
life in the Makkan and the Madinan eras in two chapters, excluding his
detailed ‘Introduction’.%® From the ‘Publisher’s Note’, it becomes much
evident what the book attempts to achieve:

Islam provides a blueprint for the eternal and guaranteed success of
mankind. Being a comprehensive and universal code of guidance it
encompasses all walks of life while laying particular emphasis on man’s
economic life and solutions to economic problems.

A study of the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) brilliant life
yields extensive guidance about our economic activities. [...]In sum, the
Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) directives suffice for the
guidance of the Muslim community on all economic matters.
Furthermore, his glorious example illustrates how to carry out economic
activities.

There is some divergence of opinion among the Muslim society on
the sources of the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) income. The
author has delved deep into various dimensions of the Prophet’s (Sal
Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) economic life in the light of akadith. The
present work provides new perspectives on studying the Prophet’s (Sal
Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) economic life. This empirical, analytical work
can be studied with much benefit by both religious authorities and
scholars. The contents of this work have been culled from authentic
collections of hadith literature.>*

In the Introduction, Professor Siddiqui,> provides the background for
this work and for the contents that are included in this work. These were
originally published as papers in an Urdu quarterly, about which he writes
as: “The present work is a collection of my three papers which had been
published in the Urdu quarterly journal on Islamic Studies, Takqigat-i-
Islami [Takgigat-e-Islami], Aligarh, India in 1989-1990”.%¢

The material was later edited, revised, and re-arranged during 2013
and was published from Karachi in 2015 and was later translated and
published in English version in 2019. About this, he writes: “During my
visit to Pakistan in 2013 a devout well-wisher of mine, Mr Arif [of Kutb
Khana Sirat, Karachi] sought my permission to get this work composed.
I readily granted him permission. For this could facilitate the publication
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of this work. ... | toiled day and night and revised and rearranged it. First,
| subjected the material to the chronological order, filled the gaps at
places, corrected the typos and enriched it with notes and references by
way of several additions”.>” He also points out the uniqueness of this book
in comparison to his other work as well as mentions about the sources
utilized:

“My work Culture in the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe
wa sallam) Era [‘Ahd Nabwi ka Tamaddun (2010)%] is no
doubt all-embracing yet the discussion on culture and
civilisation outweighs the account of Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-
‘alaihe wa sallam) financial life. The present work focuses on
the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) earning and
spending, covering many new, fresh areas. [...] The present
book draws almost wholly on authentic hadith collections.
Little material has been culled from works on Sirah.”*

This book, thus, deconstructs and demolishes the flawed
opinions and the half-truths that the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-
‘alaihe wa sallam) led an ascetic life, that he belonged to a poor
family, and that he did not have a good financial resources. In
the conclusion of first chapter, Siddiqui summarises the
discussion in these words:

These bring into light the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe
wa sallam) financial position, especially in relation to his
society. In the Makkan phase the Companions (Radi Allah
‘Anhum) had been subject to severe hardship. Yet they had
intense love, understanding and mutual help and sacrifice for
one another. Together they strove to overcome all the hurdles
confronting the Prophet (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) and
their financial life.

One gets this picture of the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe
wa sallam) financial position in Makkah that since the
beginning he did not suffer from poverty. For he belonged to an
affluent family of the Makkan nobility. He, no doubt, had to
face lack of resources from an early age in that he was an
orphan. Yet his deceased father’s inheritance helped him lead a
comfortable life in his early years. Furthermore, the Prophet
(Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) enjoyed both the affection and
material support extended to him by his grandfather and
mother. His grandfather, ‘Abd al-Muttalib did not let his orphan
grandson suffer any financial hardship. He looked after him in
the same way, as the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam)
father ‘Abdullah would have done.[...] He had his own,
independent means of income. He, no doubt, benefitted much
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from her wealth. Some Companions (Radi Allah ‘4nhum) and

well-wishers among Quraysh also helped him in his financial

life. So his economic life in Makkah was marked by the above
mentioned components.”°

Similarly, in the conclusion of second chapter, the author, in its last
section “Limitations of this study” states:

“This extensive account presents a clear picture of the
Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u-‘alaihe wa sallam) financial life in the
Madinan phase. [...] He was helped in an equal degree by the
affluent Makkan Companions (Radi Allah ‘4nhum) Their help
catered to the food, clothes and housing of the Prophet [Sal
Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam] and his family. This generous
support enabled him to lead a pleasant life. At the same time it
must be asserted that inheritance, his wives’ assets, trade,
agricultural produce, and orchards were his main sources of
income. He earned so much from these means that he and his
family could lead a highly comfortable life. Had he been
worldly minded, these sources could help him generate heaps
of wealth. However, he opted for a simple and decent lifestyle.
Nonetheless, he shunned ascetism and monasticism. Likewise,
he refrained from a life of luxury, preferring this world to the
Hereafter. His financial life was marked by balance and
moderation, and in accord with the Quranic ideal. He drew
upon the bounties provided by Allah. ... His lifestyle stands out
for his contentment, perseverance and absolute trust in Allah
Almighty. He met his needs which were essential for
sustenance”.%

Thus, keeping in view the theme of this book, it has been fairly
described as a significant work providing “new perspectives on studying
the Prophet’s (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) economic life” in the light
of the Holy Qur’an, hadith, and authentic Islamic history and Sirah
literature, of classical to contemporary eras, “and debunks many
misconceptions. >’

4.3 A Brief Comparison (of above Evaluated Books)

From an outline of Professor Siddiqui’s overall contribution to the
Sirah-writing and from an assessment and evaluation of his three works
and their themes and subject-matter—which deal with various socio-
political, socio-legal, socio-cultural, and economic aspects of the Sirah—
bring it into sharper light that Siddiqui’s works are indeed illustrative
examples of ‘thematic studies’ of the Sirah in the 21% century. This
evaluation also reveals that these three works are unique not only in their
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themes and issues they discuss and explore, but also in their analytical
style and objectivity, and the methodology adopted by the revered author.
Moreover, another common feature found in these works is that he relies
mostly on, and makes fair-optimal and perceptive use of, the authentic
classical sources, like the Holy Qur’an, hadith, and classical Sirah works.
At the same time, he uses—though, very carefully and critically—
modern Urdu and English sources as well (authored by Muslims or non-
Muslims/‘orientalists’). These qualities and merits, collectively, make his
works not only distinctive and unique but substantial and significant as
well. In brief, all these selected works are academically rigorous,
beneficial, valuable, and constructive; and they make a valuable
contribution to the Sirah literature in the present times. Sayyid Hamid has
rightly said that Professor Siddiqui ‘narrates, investigates and analyses’
the sources and his method is that of ‘objective and perceptive recorder
of history’.®® Much apt is to repeat the words of Maulana ‘Umari, who
praises Professor Siddiqui’s works for discussing exceptional aspects and
for possessing ‘very much originality and uniqueness’ (jidat wa
nudrat),®* and in the words of Dr Ateeg-ur-Rahman, from the subject-
matter of Professor Siddiqui’s Sirah works, ‘one gets clear glimpses of his
seriousness, profundity and vision/insights’.®> It will not be an
exaggeration, and unfair, to repeat these words of the present author that
all these selected works are “academically sound, constructive,
worthwhile, and positive. They make a valuable contribution to the Sirah
literature. Above all, they are relevant to the challenges and needs of the
time and provide opportunity to Muslims, world around, living both in
majority or minority context, to gain the necessary guidance and
information to imitate the Prophet (Sal Allah-u- ‘alaihe wa sallam) as the
role model in their own context. By writing all these books, Professor
Siddiqui has fulfilled not only the need of the times, but also the
requisition of his knowledge and experience as well as his Islamic duty.5®

5. Conclusion

From the above analytical evaluation and descriptive assessment, it
can be drawn safely that the subject-matter of these works deals with
various socio-politico-economic aspects of the Sirah; thereby, being
impeccable samples of 21° century Sirah works on the style of ‘thematic’
study and thus different from the traditional Sirah-writing. These works
are unique not only in their themes, ideas, subjects and issues but also in
their analytical style, approach, objectivity, fairness, and the
methodology adopted by Professor Siddiqui. Moreover, one finds that
Professor Siddiqui makes fair, optimal and perceptive use of authentic
and classical sources as well as takes assistance—cautiously and
critically—from modern Urdu and English Sirah works produced by the
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Muslim and non-Muslim scholars and writers. All these qualities and
merits, collectively, make Professor Siddiqui’s works not only distinctive
and unique but substantial and significant as well. In sum, all these
selected works make a valuable contribution to the 21 century Sirah
literature in general and in the category of thematic studies on Sirah in
particular and reveal in clear terms relevance of the Sirah in the
contemporary times.

From the above discussion—both from the outline of Professor
Siddiqui’s overall contribution to the Sirah-writing in general and from a
detailed analytical appraisal of his three selected works dealing with
various socio-political, socio-legal, socio-cultural, and economic aspects
of the Sirah in specific—it can be clearly inferred that Siddiqui’s works
are indeed illustrative examples of ‘thematic studies’ of the Sirah in the
21% century. The detailed evaluation of Siddiqui’s three works through
hybrid qualitative research modes (descriptive, comparative, and
analytical) is illustrative of the fact that his works are distinctive both in
their themes and issues they explore as well as in their analytical style,
objectivity and methodology. All in all, the qualities and merits possessed
by these books collectively make Professor Siddiqui’s contribution not
only distinctive and momentous, but a vital contribution as well to the
Sirah literature in the present times. This is, indeed, a continuation of
legacy set forth by luminaries like Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah (Paris) in
English and of Shibli Numani and like-minded in Urdu.

Recommendations

As the contribution of Professor Siddiqui is very broad and vast,
especially in the field of Sirah, so this study recommends that more and
more research works should be carried on highlighting his contribution
to the ‘thematic studies’ of the Sirah, underlining unigqueness of the
themes he has highlighted, and to make analytical and critical assessment
of his style, methodology and objectivity. On the basis of the detailed
evaluation of three (3) selected books of Professor Siddiqui, this study
also suggests that besides socio-political aspects, other aspects of his
works—such as socio-cultural, gender issues, economic aspects and other
inter-related aspects which have more relevance in the contemporary
global society be examined so that a clear, comprehensive and broader
picture of his contribution comes to the forefront. Thus, it is the
responsibility of the future researchers to delve deep into, and analyze
meticulously, Siddiqui’s works so that both their relevance as well as
significance is brought to the fore. Carrying such studies, especially in
English, will be a real tribute to this reputed scholar who is accepted and
respected with equal admiration in India and Pakistan.
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